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The Great Plague 

What happened if someone caught the plague?  
The plague spread very quickly. Within three to 

four days of catching the disease, people were 

dying.   

Some symptoms included: 

• painful swelling of the skin; 

• blisters; 

• headaches; 

• sickness.   

If someone from a family got the plague, the whole house was closed up and nobody 

was allowed to leave, or enter the house. 

A red cross was marked on the front door of any these houses, so people knew that they 

had the plague. 

As many as 100 000 people had died in London by the end of 1665. 

How was the plague stopped? 

Cold weather – Autumn 1666. This killed off many of the rats and the bacteria. 

The Great Fire of London – 1666. This destroyed many rat-infested buildings. 

This meant there were less rats to spread the disease. 

Plague Remedies 

As there was no cure, people tried different methods to try to 

prevent them from getting the plague. 

• Small bunches of flowers: people thought that holding 

them to their noses, would stop them from breathing in 

any bad air or bacteria. 

• Lucky charms: people wore them to ward off the plague, 

one example is wearing a dead toad around the neck! 

• Soaking money in vinegar: when paying for goods, money 

was soaked in vinegar before giving it to someone else. 
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The Great Plague 

Questions 
1. When did the plague happen?    

     

                                                                                                                                                       

 

2. What do people think caused the plague to spread?     

     

                                                                                                                                                       

 

3. What actually caused the spread of the plague?    

     

                                                                                                                                                       

 

                                                                                                                                                        

4. How could people tell if a household was affected by the plague?    

     

                                                                                                                                                       

 

                                                                                                                                                        

5. How did people try to prevent themselves from catching the plague?    

     

                                                                                                                                                       

 

                                                                                                                                                        

6. What does prevent mean?    

     

                                                                                                                                                       

 

                                                                                                                                                        

7. How did the cold weather help to stop the spread of the plague?    

     

                                                                                                                                                       

 

                                                                                                                                                         



 

 


